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BOROUGH  '  OF  ■  miDDUETON 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1898, 
679  births  were  registered  for  the  Borough,  giving  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  26.52,  372  were  males,  and  307  females.  The  annual 
average  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been  28.56  per  1,000. 
The  rate  of  deaths  was  166  to  a  1,000  births. 

Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  amounted 
to  396,  and  the  general  death-rate  was  15.4  per  1,000.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  each  ward  is  given  below,  155  in  the 
South  Ward  against  159  in  the  preceding  year-:  in  the 
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Nortli  and  West  Wards  the  number  was  1x3  and  128,  against 
135  for  the  preceeding  year,  respectively.  The  death-rates 
from  Zymotic  diseases  as  well  as  from  Pulmonary  diseases  and 
Phthisis,  together  with  the  general  death-rate,  are  given 
below  for  each  year  since  the  Borough  became  incorporated. 
The  tables  accompanying  report,  give  full  statistics. 


1887  1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  189S 


General  Death  „  n  „  0  ,  „  „ 

Rate  20.83  20.68  20.17  20.38  24  12  18.04  l8-53  16  8  i8-9  1975  J9-3  r5-4 

Zymotic  2.04  2.48  3.14  1.33  2.29  1.26  2.04  2.04  1.9  1.5  1.36  2  2 

Disease  of  Respir-  „  ,  , 

atory  Organs  3-85  5-«  5  5  47  7-6  5  76  3-H  3 -n  4  7  4-5  3-4  3  3 

Phthisis  2  14  1  60  i. 42  1. 71  1.97  1.26  1.37  1.37  1.5  1.5  1.09  1.2 


Table  A,  required  by  Local  Government  Board,  gives 
deaths  classified  according  to  age,  diseases  and  wards.  Table 
B,  population,  births,  and  new  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
during  1898,  whilst  Table  C  contains  the  information  asked 
for  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the  other  tables 
are  condensed  from  register  of  births  and  deaths. 

The  returns  show  that  151  children  died  under  five  years 
of  age,  being  14  less  than  1897,  hut  they  included  113  under 
a  year  old,  being  13  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  75 
persons  died  at  ages  over  sixty  five  years.  I  find  58  deaths 
recorded  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  equal 
to  a  rate  of  2.2  per  1,000,  against  1.36  for  preceding  year: 
of  those,  48  were  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  10 
persons  over  that  age,  and  the  number  of  deaths  are  shown 
below  in  each  Ward,  under  the  respective  headings.  Besides 
these,  one  child  died  from  Croup,  one  from  Whooping  Cough 
under  five  years,  and  one  from  Rheumatic  Fever  and 
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one  from  Puerperal  Fever  over  that  age.  85  deaths  occured 
from  Bronchitis,  Pluerisy,  and  Pneumonia,  during  1898, 
against  88  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
Phtl^sis  amounted  to  32,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1.2  per  1,000, 
only  28  occured  during  the  preceeding  year.  The  comparative 
mortality  during  the  four  quarters,  from  pulmonary  diseases, 
is  given,  together  with  that  of  Phthisis  and  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  table  below. 


1898 

I  St 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Diseases, 

29 

20 

IO 

26 

,,  ,,  Phthisis, 

10 

6 

7 

9 

.,  ,,  Zymotic  Diseases, 

9 

4 

43 

2 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

101 

84 

III 

IOO 

The  death-rate  during  the  March,  June,  September,  and 
December  quarters  of  1898,  were  respectively  15.7,  13-12, 
17.4,  and  15.6  per  1,000.  84  cases  of  infectious  diseases 

were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  against  100  in  1897, 
137  in  1896,  88  in  1895,  128  in  1894,  and  435  in  1893.  The 
table  below  shows  the  cases  in  each  ward  in  less  detail  than 
Table  B  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  diseases 
all  arranged  alphabetically. 


. 

Cholera 

Membraneous 

Croup 

•Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Norlh 

Ward 

O 

O 

O 

4 

6 

South 

Ward 

O 

O 

3 

7 

6 

West 

Ward 

O 

I 

O 

5 

9 

Total 

O 

I 

3 

16 

21 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Small  Pox 

Typhus 

Total 

North 

Ward 

I 

IO 

O 

O 

21 

South 

Ward 

3 

l6 

O 

O 

35 

West 

Ward 

O 

13 

O 

O 

28 

Total 

4 

39 

O 

O 

84 
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Although  only  twelve  deaths  during  the  year  were  due 
to  Measles,  it  was  prevalent  in  the  Spring,  and  on  the  ist 
March,  I  reported  to  you  that  ioo  children  were  absent  from 
St.  Gabriel’s  School,  Middleton  Junction,  during  the  week 
ending  26th  February,  and  as  an  alternative  to  closure  of 
the  Schools  and  of  the  benefit  of  which  I  was  doubtful,  I 
had  the  cases  attested  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  on 
the  30th  of  March  I  submitted  a  Special  Report,  when  you 
sanctioned  the  exclusion  of  Scholars  until  April  i8lh,  and 
closing  from  April  8th  to  18th  for  disinfection  and  thorough 
ventilation.  The  same  was  done  at  Tonge  National  School, 
in  May,  69  children  were  excluded  for  the  week  ending  14th, 
and  75  for  week  ending  21st  May,  and  the  Primitive  Methodist 
School  closed  20th  May  to  June  6th.  Copies  of  report  were 
sent  to  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council,  and 
Certificates  to  the  Managers. 

Sixteen  persons  died  at  Oldham  Union  Workhouse  during 
the  past  year,  belonging  to  the  Parish  of  Middleton,  being 
a  decrease  of  nine  on  the  preceding  year,  one  was  an  infant 
under  a  year,  the  remainder  adults,  six  males  and  nine 
females,  between  twenty  eight  and  seventy  six  years  of  age. 
Six  persons  belonging  to  the  district  died  at  Manchester 
Infirmary,  or  Institutions  connected  therewith,  all  adults 
between  thirty  seven  and  seventy  one  years,  two  being  from 
accident.  A  man  not  belonging  to  the  district,  met  with 
his  death  at  the  Gas  Works,  and  another  was  found  in  the 
Canal,  and  the  corrected  death-rate  would  be  equal  to  16 
per  1,000. 
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During  the  past  year,  thirty  six  deaths  were  certified  to 
by  the  Coroner,  of  these,  six  were  attributed  to  injuries,  viz  : 
one  due  to  burns,  one  to  fall  at  Gas  Works,  one  to  kick  of 
Horse,  and  three  to  drowning.  Two  did  not  belong  to  the 
Parish,  but  two  others  died  at  Manchester  Infirinary  from 
injuries,  from  this  township.  In  1897,  sixteen  deaths  were 
attributed  to  injuries,  accidental  or  suicidal. 

The  Watch  Committee  have  under  consideration  plans 
which  are  being  submitted  for  the  erection  of  a  small  Mor¬ 
tuary,  cases  having  arisen  during  1898  which  confirm  the 
the  necessity  of  such  a  building  as  alluded  to  by  me  in  last 
annual  report. 

The  general  death-rate  for  1898  has  been  4  per  1000, 
under  the  average  for  twelve  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
incorporation,  and  the  lowest  I  have  had  to  record  for  any 
year.  In  1897  it  was  18.5,  and  the  average  for  the  year 
stated  19.4  per  1,000. 

During  the  year  1898,  98  o'd  houses  have  had  their 
drains  trapped,  n  old  privies  have  been  converted  to  slop 

t 

water  system,  and  8  old  privies  have  been  converted  to  the 
pail  system. 

The  new  slop  water  closets  were  84,  the  new  proper 
Avater  closets  were  31.  The  total  of  the  lormer  to  Dec. 
amounted  to  735,  but  the  total  of  the  latter  only  276. 
The  number  of  pails  is  now  estimated  to  be  2270.  There  are 
a  number  of  leaky  old  middens  in  the  district  want  alteration, 
but  I  regret  to  find  so  many  slop  water  closets  being  provided 
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in  the  borough  instead  of  proper  water  closets  with  a  supply 
of  clean  water  but  the  mistake  will  be  found  out  as  has  been 
done  in  other  towns. 

INSANITARY  PROPERTY. 

The  insanitary  property  in  the  borough  has  been  kept 
in  sight  during  the  past  year,  some  has  been  closed,  and  several 
cottages  in  Factory  St.  demolished  through  the  extension  of 
premises  adjoining  a  licensed  house  and  the  provision  of 
stabling  accommodation.  In  past  years  several  otherwise 
good  houses  have  been  converted  to  back  to  back  houses  in 
the  borough  and  notices  were  served  under  the  provision  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  and  it  is  intimated 
to  me  that  the  owners  are  willing  to  comply  and  most  of  them 
are  empty  at  present. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  reference  to  four  houses 
but  the  reputed  owner  denied  liability  and  pleaded  they  were 
his  wife’s  in  her  own  right  and  the  case  was  dismissed  by  tho 
magistrates.  The  premises  are  however  empty.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  insanitary  property  submitted  by  me  with 
the  directions  of  the  Sanitary  authorities  in  reference  thereto, 
and  it  will  be  seen  to  that  they  are  carried  out. 
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North  Ward. 


Names,  Description, 
and  Address, 
with  date  of  notice. 

Condition  of  Premises 
and  other 

matters  requiring  action 

Recommendation. 

Action 

of 

Committee. 

I 

SS  and  90,  Wood  St. 

Workshop  and 

Dwelling  House. 

Wm.  Holden,  owner 

Mr.  Me  Ginnity,  Occpr. 
1897. 

These  premises  and 
surroundings  are  in 
a  most  delapidated 
condition. 

No.  88  not  registered 
as  a  workshop.  Boy 
employed. 

Privy  remote  without 
Ashpit. 

Deficient  ventilation, 
walls  damp,  ceiling 
dangerous. 

Demolition. 

Notice  to  be 
served  under 
the  housing  of 
the  Working 
Classes  Act, 
1890. 

Behind  Pleas’nt  Springs 
and  70  &  72,  Wood  St. 

\ard  and  Ashpit. 

Jas.  H.  Thornley,  owner 
Several  Tenants. 

Some  Years. 

Yard  lodging  Sewage. 
Ashpit  without  door 
and  imperfect  roofs. 

Slop-stone  pipe  allow- 
ingwater  to  percolate 
wall. 

Roof  and  Door  to  Ash¬ 
pit. 

Yard  levelling  and 
adjustment  of  slop 
water  pipe. 

Do.  under  the 
Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 

3 

Back  to  back  house,  43 
and  45,  off  Union  St., 
and  3,  behind,  and  49, 
Union  Street. 

Owner,  Harry  Schofield 

Tenants:  Morrow,  Jack- 
son,  Fitton,  &  Another 

Back  to  back  houses. 

Conversion  to  through 
houses. 

Do.  under  the 
housing  of  the 
Work'g  Class 
Act,  1890. 

South  Ward 


Names,  Description, 
and  Addresses, 
with  date  of  notice. 

Condition  of  Premises 
and  other 

matters  requiring  action 

Recommendation. 

Action 

of 

Committee 

4 

Dwelling  Houses,  2 
and  4,  Bk.  Holland 
Street,  and  8  and  10, 
Bradshaw  Street. 

Samuel  Ashworth, 
Agent. 

Occupiers,  Wroe,  Jack- 
son,  and  two  others. 

June,  1898. 

Back  to  back  house. 

These  premises  had 
their  waste  pipes  not 
disconnected, but  this 
has  just  been  carried 
out. 

Conversion  to  through 
houses. 

Ashpit  provided  with 
roof. 

Notice  to  be 
served  under 
the  housing  of 
the  Working 
Classes  Act, 
1890. 

5 

Back  yard  of  Dwelling 
houses  6  to  30,  Dane 
Street,  and  1  to  5, 
Greaves  Street. 

John  Lever,  Agent  or 
owner. 

Tenants,  several. 

June,  1898. 

The yardsare  unpaved 
not  level.  Closets 

some  without  doors 
others  seats.  Ashpits 
want  covering. 

Area  very  deficient. 

Something  is  now 
being  done  in  repairs 

Close  sup’rvision  until 
end  of  year. 

Left  over. 

6 

Higher  Tonge  Farm, 
Oldham  Road, 

Hannah  Duerden  and 
Oldham  Trust  Co. 

August,  1898. 

The  sewage  from  farm 
house,  urine,  &  refuse 
accumulation  in  field 
and  empties  with  an 
offensive  smell  close 
behind  oneof  the  new 
rows  of  houses. 

To  allow  the  sewage  to 
discharge,  and  make 
arangements  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  same  in 
the  Corporation  sew¬ 
er. 

To  c’mply  with 
notice  already 
served. 

7 

Dwelling  House  and 
yard,  2,  4,  and  6,  Hall 
Street. 

Executors  of  Samuel 
Staveacre. 

1898. 

The  front  is  much 
below  level  of  road. 
Frequent  floodings. 
Debris  accumulated. 

House  damp. 

Yard  drain  pipe  not 
taking  water.  Yard 
unlevel,  &c. 

To  be  repaired  and 
kept  free  from  accu¬ 
mulations  of  debris  & 
water,  and  a  proper 
c’mpli'nce  wth  n’tice 
to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Health  Com  ,  & 
the  M.  O.  H.  :  or  the 
premises  will  have  to 
be  demolished  soon. 

do. 

8 

Dwelling  houses,  30, 
32,  34.  &  38,  Taylor 
Street. 

Sam.  B.  Horsfall, 
Owner. 

Waste  pipes  not  dis¬ 
connected. 

Defective  earl  gutter, 
inefficient  traps. 

Compliance  with 
notice. 

Town  Clerk  to 
write  owner  to 
comply  with 
notice,  failing 
which,  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be 
taken. 

West  Ward 


Names,  Description, 
and  Addresses, 
with  date  of  notice. 

Condition  of  Premises 
and  other 

matters  requiring  action 

Recommendation. 

Action 

of 

Committee. 

-*■}  v 

9 

Dwelling  houses  2  and 
4,  off  Smith  Street, 
and  11  &  18,  Walker 
Street. 

Eliza  Thornton  own’r 
Aug.  or  Sept.,  1898. 

Back  to  back  Houses 
&c. 

Prompt  Legal  proceed¬ 
ings  on  expiiation  of 
notice. 

Legal  proceed¬ 
ings  to  be 
taken. 

IO 

Cottages,  25  and  27, 
Parkfield. 

Edmund  Hulbert, 
owner. 

August,  1898. 

Waste  Pipes  direct  to 
drain  be  disconn'ct'd 

Dawn  rain  water  spo’t 
discharges  over  yd. 

Legal  proceedings  on 
expiration  of  notice, 
if  not  complied  with. 

Legal  proceed¬ 
ings  to  be 
taken. 

I  I 

Dwelling  Houses,  41, 
Factory  Street,  and 

1  house  behind. 

Hannah  Heywood. 
1897. 

Back  lo  back  houses, 
no  gully  Trap. 

Conversi’n  to  through 
Houses,  and  proper 
trap.  Legal  pro¬ 

ceeds  gs  should  be 
taken. 

Do. 

12 

Dwelling  Houses,  45, 
F'actory  Street,  and 
at  the  side. 

Joseph  Ashworth, 
Agent. 

Tenants,  Mrs.  Slater, 
and  Cramer. 

1897. 

Back  to  back  houses 

To  be  altered,  the 
same  as  next  door 
has  been  done. 

Do. 

13 

Yard  of  Dwelling 
Houses,  10  to  20, 
Thomas  Street. 

Jas.  Fly.  Thornley, 
Owner. 

One  yard  flooded,  no 
Ashpit  roof. 

Unlevel  unpaved  back 
yards,  &c.  Ashpits 
without  roof. 

Compliance,  or  Legal 
proceedings  to  en¬ 
force. 

Legal  proceed - 
to  be  taken  if 
notice  is  not 
complied  with 
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Several  minor  matters  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year  without  troubling  the  committee  by  representations 
made  by  me  to  those  responsible,  but  I  regret  to  have  to  say 
that  many  others  have  not  been  so  complied  with  and  I  fear 
it  will  be  my  duty  at  an  early  date  to  bring  them  formally 
before  your  notice. 

Only  annual  licences  have  been  given  to  New  Slaughter 
Houses,  but  early  in  the  year  I  directed  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  abattoir.  The  matter  of  diseased  meat  has  been 
receiving  attention  here  and  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  has 
now  become  a  national  question.  I  have  before  me  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
administrative  proceedings  for  controlling  dangers  to  man 
through  the  use  as  food  of  the  meat  and  milk  of  tuberculous 
animals.  The  evidence  from  this  district  on  page  321  and 
322  is  in  several  particulars  inaccurate  and  incorrect,  for 
during  the  past  18  years  to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  at¬ 
tention  has  been  directed  to  unsound  meat,  seizures  made, 
and  the  late  Inspector  Jas.  Ogden  was  often  on  the  track  of 
offenders  and  prosecutions  were  instituted  and  penalties 
obtained. 

In  reference  to  the  nuisance  of  black  smoke  78  obser¬ 
vations  were  made  during  the  past  year  by  the  Inspector 
being  5  less  than  in  the  preceeding  year  and  the  average  time 
it  was  emitted  pet  hour,  has  shown  a  decrease  from  two 
minutes  and  thirty  four  seconds  to  two  minutes  and  eight 
seconds.  The  lowest  record  was  that  of  a  firm  in  Gas  St., 
where  the  observations  were  taken  and  averaged  1 3 1,  seconds. 
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The  highest  was  in  the  case  of  the  Times  and  Dane  St. 
Mills  and  these  were  the  only  ones  exceeding  12  minutes  in 
the  hour  observed.  It  will  be  manifest  from  the  information 
which  I  have  obtained  from  other  towns  and  appended  to  this 
report,  that  we  are  behind  in  allowing  12  minutes  black 
smoke  in  an  hour  to  be  tolerated  before  instituting  legal 
proceedings,  it  is  no  kindness  to  the  steam  producer  to  do 
so  and  I  hope  that  after  the  evidence  I  have  brought  forward 
to  support  this  statement  you  will  considerably  reduce  the 
period,  I  would  suggest  half  hourly  observations  to  be  taken 
in  cases  of  Mill  Chimneys  and  thus  economise  the  time  of 
the  Inspector  who  would  be  able  to  take  double  the  observa¬ 
tions  and  that  the  limit  of  discharge  be  fixed  at  the  same 
as  Oldham  Borough  where  the  conditions  are  similar.  The 
evils  resulting  from  a  continued  prevalence  of  pollution  of 
the  atmosphere  in  a  densely  populated  district  are  manifold, 
primarily  deterioration  of  health,  and  I  appeal  to  you  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  public  and  to  the  smoke  producer  to  co-operate  who 
also  will  find  it  advantagous  from  a  financial  point  of  view 
to  adopt  well  known  methods  to  secure  perfect  combustion  of 
’the  fuel.  The  following  are  the  points  on  which  information 
was  obtained  last  year  in  nearly  100  cases  ;  the  number  of 
Firms  of  steam  users  in  the  respective  sanitary  districts  and 
the  proportion  of  steam  boiler  chimneys  to  other  chimneys 
of  manufacturers;  whether  proceedings  were  taken  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  or  Local  Act,  the  conditions 
determining  proceedings  against  the  chimneys  “  sending 
forth  black  smoke”  in  such  a  quantity  to  be  a  nuisance 
“or  against”  improper  construction  or  negligent  use  of  furnace” 
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whether  specification  of  work  to  be  done  to  prevent  reocur- 
rence  of  nuisance  was  made,  the  description  of  smoke  and 
limit  of  discharge,  the  number  of  summonses  for  past  3  years 
with  results  and  other  important  information  was  sought  as 
well  as  the  practice  of  dealing  with  locomotives,  bleach  works 
dye-pans,  smelting  furnaces,  chemical  works,  breweries,  &c. 

Bacteriological  Diagnosis. 

In  November,  arrangements  were  made  with  Professor 
Delepine  of  Owen’s  College,  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria, 
and  Enteric  Fever.  It  has-  only  been  found  necessary  to 
forward  two  samples  of  blood  so  far,  but  a  number  of 
Sterilised  Tubes,  Needles,  and  Swabs,  are  supplied  with 
instructions  for  use,  to  any  medical  man  who  has  a  case  in 
the  district.  The  facilities  given  are  intended  for  an  early 
diagnosis  as  well  as  to  render  certain  disease  which  might 
otherwise  be  in  doubt.  Tuberculosis,  which  is  not  yet  a 
notifiable  disease,  is  recommended  to  be  added.  In  reference 
to  the  prevention  of  this  disease,  I  am  endeavouring  to  work 
up  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission,  as  far 
as  practicable. 


Dwelling-Houses. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  addition  of  dwelling-houses 
during  the  past  year.  For  the  three  years  ending  March, 
1898,  there  were  463  new  ones  erected,  besides  71  additions. 
Every  house  newly  erected  should  be  on  a  dry  site  and  dry 
foundation,  (natural  or  artificial),  and  have  sufficient  space 
around  it  to  allow  of  free  access  of  air  and  sunlight.  In  tipped 
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ground,  especially  where  it  is  not  trodden,  many  years 
should  elapse  before  its  being  built  upon,  and  to  prevent 
ground  air  a  layer  of  concrete  should  be  used ;  the  same 
applies  to  most  other  soils,  and  I  should  like  to  have  the 
privilege  of  inspecting  the  new  plans,  with  the  view  of 
advising  the  adoption  of  sanitary  precautions  which  may  prove, 
if  neglected,  the  source  of  complaints  aferwards  difficult  of 
remedy. 

Baths. 

More  three  roomed  cottages  are  required,  and  there  is 

a  demand  for  houses  provided  with  baths.  Two  years  ago 

I  suggested  the  provision  of  public  baths  for  each  ward,  and 

although  cleanliness  is  so  necessary  as  an  aid  to  health, 

yet  not  at  present  attainable,  I  have  to  suggest  the  provision 

of  a  few  cottage  baths,  as  an  alternative  to  meet  the  difficulty, 

that  is,  that  one  or  two  cottrges  should  be  taken  and  fitted 

up  with  several  baths,  where  even  women  would  go  and 

take  their  children.  The  expense  incurred  would  be  small, 

and  help  to  decrease  dirtinesc,  both  offensive  to  the  eye, 

• 

and  injurious  to  health. 

Cowsheds,  &c. 

In  reference  to  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  existing  regulations  carried  out,  and  in  most 
instances,  the  occupiers  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  owners  in 
the  matter,  and  would  only  be  too  wiiling  to  see  proper 
provision  made  in  regard  to  space,  light,  and  drainage. 
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I  believe  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  Tuberculosis,  especially  connected  with  the  milk 
supply,  that  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  active 
supervision  by  the  Administrative  County,  and  that  annual 
licenses  would  lead  to  more  effort  being  made  to  comply 
with  regulations  in  Cowsheds,  as  well  as  in  slaughter-houses. 
The  annual  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  United 
Kingdom  at  all  ages  during  the  ten  years  1881-90  per  million 
living,  was  2,488.  In  Middleton,  the  tables  will  show  the 
annual  death  rates  per  1,000  from  Phthisis.  Experience  has 
shown  that  children  dying  of  respiratory  and  wasting  diseases 
are  largely  affected  by  Tuberqjbs^though  symptoms  may  not 
have  been  obvious  during  life.  Several  years  ago  I  had  drawn 
up  and  distributed,  leaflets  giving  the  precautions  necessary 
for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  but  unless 
specially  directed  to  those  suffering,  or  their  attendants  are 
not  sufficiently  interesting  to  prove  of  much  service-I  however 
consider  such  steps  might  follow  notification  with  benefit. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  extent  of  new  Sewers 
completed  during  the  past  year,  in  Table  C.  Ample  land 
having  been  provided  for  sewage  disposal,  any  further 
extensions  required  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  the 
Borough  can  readily  be  arranged  for  by  a  few  Bacterial 
beds  which  are  not  so  costly. 


Cemetery. 

The  number  of  interments,  690,  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  Middleton  and  Thornham  Cemetery  during  the  last 
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three  years,  shows  an  annual  decrease ;  this  is  owing  to 
facilities  offered  elsewhere,  and  particularly  in  Thornham, 
which  is  now  part  of  the  Royton  Council’s  District.  The 
following  is  a  statement  Irom  the  Registrar  of  Burials  of  the 
above  Cemetery. 


Burials  of  Residents 

in  Borough. 

Non-Residents 

Total 

1896 

215 

35 

250 

1897 

I94 

32 

226 

1898 

l86 

28 

214 

Total 

595 

95 

69O 

If  such  decrease  continues,  it  may  last  out  a  few  years 
longer,  but  a  suitable  site  should  be  in  view. 

In  reference  to  domestic  scavenging,  the  introduction  of 
the  system  of  ash-bins,  would  in  my  opinion  be  desirable, 
being  easily  emptied  and  a  source  of  cleanliness,  especially 
where  space  is  limited. 

The  many  sanitary  details  requiring  attention  would  be 
best  concentrated  in  a  department  under  the  supervision  of 
one  Committee.  Several  years  ago,  all  the  farms  were 
.visited,  and  the  information  in  regard  to  cowsheds,  drainage 
and  water  supply  tabulated  under  the  respective  wards.  A 
further  thorough  systematic  inspection  should  be  made  this 
year  and  the  condition  of  the  cattle  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  regulations  are  complied  with  in  each  case  noted. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

William  Graham, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


14 th  February,  1899. 
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BOROUGH  OF  MIDDLETON 

Classified  Return  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


Acreage . 

Population  Census,  1891 . 

North 

Ward. 

1963 

6724 

South 

Ward. 

II7I 

7321 

West 

Ward. 

1607 

8117 

j  Tota 

Bor’u'li 

|  4741 
22162 

Ann 

per 

This 

Mouth 

ual  Av 
1000  li 

Dec. 
qr.  '98. 

srage 

/ing 

Year 

1898. 

Estimated  present  population . 

(26000 

Births  registered  during  the  year 

— 

— 

— 

679 

26-52 

do.  do.  last  year. 

— 

— 

— 

660 

25-7 

Deaths — 0-1  year . 

29 

45 

39 

113 

1-5  years . 

8 

l6 

14 

38 

5_I5  years  . 

3 

9 

4 

l6 

15-25  years . 

9 

I  I 

4 

24 

25-65  years . 

40 

44 

46 

I3t> 

65  years  and  upwards . 

24 

30 

21 

75 

Deaths  from  Small  Pox . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Measles  . 

I 

IO 

I 

12 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

? 

— 

2 

Diphtheria . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Whooping  Cough . 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Continued  (  ^  yphus - .......... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  Enteric  or  Typhoid  .. 

— 

3 

— 

3 

(  Other  or  Doubtful.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  . 

8 

19 

12 

39 

Total  deaths  from  7  principal  zymotic 

diseases  . 

IO 

35 

13 

58 

2-2 

1-4 

Croup  . 

_ 

— 

I 

I 

Influenza . 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Cholera  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Acute  Rheumatism . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Pyaemia . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Ague  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pththisis . 

IO 

15 

7 

32 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

22 

29 

34 

85 

Heart  Disease  . 

7 

9 

8 

24 

Injuries  . 

2 

3 

I 

6 

All  other  causes . 

61 

63 

63 

167 

Total  numberof  Deathsduring  the  year. 

113 

x55 

12S 

396 

15-4 

do  do  Last  year . 

r35 

159 

135 

429 

18-4 

Notified  cases  of  Infectious  sickness 

Cholera  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Croup  (membranous)  . 

— 

— 

I 

I 

1  >iphtheria . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Enteric  Fever . 

4 

7 

5 

l6 

Erysipelas  . 

6 

6 

9 

21 

Puerperal  Fever . 

I 

3 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever . 

IO 

16 

13 

39 

Small  Pox  . 

— 

— 

Typhus  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

21 

35 

28 

«4 

100 
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TABLE  C. 

Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

...  FOR  1898.  ... 

Unban  Sanitary  District  of  Middleton. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres,  .  4,741 

Population  (Census),  1891,  .  22,162 

Population.  Estimated,  1898, .  25,600 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  William  Graham,  m.d., 
m.c.h.r.,  d.p.h.  Salary,  £100  per  annum. 

Births  registered — Male,  372;  Female,  307;  Total,  679. 

Deaths  registered — Male,  198;  Female,  198;  Total,  396. 

Birth  Rate,  26.52.  Death  Rate,  15.4.,  16  corrected. 

Rate  of  Infant  Deaths,  under  one  year,  to  1,000  Births,  166. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principle  Zymotic  Diseases,  per 
1,000  of  population,  2.2. 

Diseases  prevalent  ? — Measles  in  South  Ward,  in  Spring, 
Diarrhoea  over  the  district  in  August  and  Sept¬ 
ember;  several  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  October 
and  November. 

What  Action  taken  ?-- Several  cases  of  latter  Isolated  at 

Hospital. 

Any  Schools  closed  ?--Yes.  If  so,  for  what  Disease ?--Measles. 

What  is  the  character  of  Hospital  Accomodation  ? — Marland 
Hospital. 
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Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? — Contract  with  Rochdale 
Corporation. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  the  District  ? — 62. 

What  were  the  Cases  treated  ?•— Enteric  Fever,  6, 
Scarlet  Fever,  3. 

Deaths  in  Hospital? — 1.  From  what  Causes? — Scarlet 
Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ? — By  burning  Sulphur  until 
recently,  now  by  Formaline  Vapour. 

Apparatus  used? — Alformant  Lamp— No  Steam  Disinfector. 

Is  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  in  force? — Yes, 
(Provisional  Order). 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  notifiable  ? — Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
and  Diarrhoea  are  not,  but  Erysipelas  and 
Membranous  Croup  are. 

What  is  the  character  of  Blouse  Accomodation? — Yearly 
improving,  and  number  considerably  increased. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  under  “  The  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,”-? — Yes,  seventeen 
notices  have  been  served  under  the  provision 
of  the  Act,  and  legal  action  taken  in  regard  to 
four. 

Have  any  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  been  closed  or  demolished  ?  If  so, 
how  many  ?  None  demolished,  but  I  am  led 
to  believe  orders  being  complied  with.  They 
were  mostly  back  to  back  houses,  now  closed, 
and  are  to  be  converted  to  through  houses. 


Is  the  Water  Supply  good  and  subject  to  your  Inspection  ? 

Yes,  good  and  quite  free  to  Inspection.  The 
reservoir  and  gathering  grounds  of  the  Heywood 
and  Middleton  Water  Works  visited  in  Summer. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  ? — It  is. 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Contract  ?- — By  Sanitary 
Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of? — Carted  on  Farms,  and 
tipped  where  special  provision  is  made.  No 
Destructor. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  form  of  Sewage 
Disposal  ? — During  the  last  twelve  months,  four 
n.iles  of  Sewers,  varying  from  nine  inches  to 
eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  have  been  added. 
International  system. 

Canal  Boats — Thirty  eight  boats  have  been  inspected,  see 
Inspector’s  report. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? — They  received 
sixty  five  visits,  all  clean  and  well  kept,  one 
underground. 

Slaughter  Houses  ? — Over  700  visits  made  by  Inspector  and 
several  by  me.  Require  close  attention. 

Lodging  Houses  ?  are  they  registered  ? — Ninety  four  visits. 

Three  kept  by  one  person  and  one  by  another. 
Two  names  registered  and  four  houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? — As  far  as  possible, 
twenty  four  special  visits  to  farms. 

What  is  their  condition  ? — Require  alteration  in  drainage 
&c.,  and  otherwise  don’t  comply  with  regulations. 
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Are  they  subject  to  Regulations  made  under  the  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  ? — Yes. 

What  amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  is  required  for 
each  Cow  ? — 800  cubic  feet  in  new  buildings, 
and  400  in  old  buildings  for  each  cow. 

Have  the  Factories  and  Workshops  been  inspected,  and  with 
what  result  ? — Inspected  workshops  and  found 
fairly  satisfactory.  Not  sufficient  time  to  sys¬ 
tematically  inspect  factories. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption.  Amount  seized? — Four 
seizures  of  diseased  food,  three  in  Slaughter 
houses  and  one  from  a  Stall  on  the  Market 
Ground,  in  all  74  lbs.  of  food. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

No.  of  Notices  served? — 171  preliminary  notices  and 
74  formal,  by  order  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Nuisances  remedied?  364. 

Smoke — No.  of  Observations? — 73. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result  ? — None 
by  Corporation,  several  by  private  individual. 
See  Report  for  full  information. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  per  hour  ? — twelve  minutes. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted— 

(a)  “  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevent  ion)  Act,  1890  ?  ’'-Yes 

( b )  “  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  iSgo?”-Yes 


Deaths  occuring  out¬ 
side  the  district  among 
pers’ns  bel’nging  th’reto 

22 

1 

7 

Under  5 

Total 

1 

5  upwds. 

21 

Deaths  occuring  with¬ 
in  the  district  among 
persons  not  belonging 
thereto. 

2 

2 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

Area  in  acres  ...  4,75 1 

Population  (1891)  ...  22,162 

WILLIAM  GRAHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

14th  February,  1899. 


(B). 


Population  at 
all  Ages. 


Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS. 

A e\\  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  .Locality,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 


Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 


Names  of  Localities. 

(a) 

„  . _ 

(b) 

< V 

tJL. 

si  ^ 

*t3 

1  (d) 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

(e) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  6 

7  8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

2 

3  1  4 

5  1  6  7  8  |  9 

10 

1  II 

12 

1  i3 

etoSu? 

middle 

(c) 

Small-Pox. 

Scarlatina 

Diptheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

fevers. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas 

Small-Pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

fevers. 

rf 

u 

JJ 

0 

0 

;  a 

V 

- 

*tn 

£ 

Typhus 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Continu’d 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Continu’d 

Relapsing 

— 

D 

- 

u 

Q) 

North  Ward. 

6,724 

8,050 

Under  5 

3 

1 

5  upwds. 

7 

4 

\ 

1 

5 

1 

2 

South  Ward. 

7.321 

8,350 

U  nder  5 

8 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5  upwds. 

8 

2 

7 

3 

5 

1 

2 

West  Ward. 

8,117 

9,200 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

13 

5 

8 

2 

Totals. . . . 

22,162 

25,600 

679 

Under  5 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5  upwds. 

28 

2 

16 

4 

• 

18 

2 

6 

Statement  showing  the  variety  of  practice  of  some  Local  Authorities  in  dealing  with  the  Smoke  Nuisance. 


Town 

Source  of  Nuisnc 

Proceedings  taken  under 

No.  of 
Chimn’s 

No.  of 
Furnacs 

BARNSLEY . 

22 

.  . 

Public  Health  Act 

BATLEY  . 

8o 

,  • 

do. 

BLACKBURN . 

•  • 

•  • 

do. 

BLACKPOOL  . 

36 

39 

do. 

BELFAST . 

•  • 

•  • 

Local  Act 

BOOTLE . 

IOO 

•  • 

Public  Health  Act 

BRADFORD . 

1,000 

•  • 

do. 

BURY  (Lancs) . 

•  • 

•  - 

do. 

DARWEN . 

80 

•  • 

do. 

ECCLES . 

•  • 

•  • 

do. 

FAILSWORTH . 

25 

27 

do. 

GLASGOW . 

#  # 

•  , 

Local  Act 

HEYWOOD . 

80 

Public  Health  Act 

KEIGHLEY . 

72 

88 

do. 

KIDDERMINSTER.. 

30 

•  « 

do. 

LANCASTER . 

30 

•  • 

do. 

LEEDS . 

.  . 

3.447 

Local  Act 

LIVERPOOL . 

2,000 

3.000 

do. 

MANCHESTER . 

1,200 

•  . 

Public  Health  Act 

MIDDLETON . 

60 

•  • 

do. 

OLDHAM . 

221 

•  • 

Local  Act 

ROCHDALE . 

45° 

•  . 

Public  Health  Act 

SALFORD . 

760 

.  • 

Local  Act 

STOCKPORT . 

160 

Public  Health  Act 

Condition  of  Prosecution 

Sending  forth 
Black  Smoke  etc 

Improper  Construction 
Negligent  use 

Sect.  91 

.  . 

do. 

Improper  Construct. 

do. 

.  • 

do. 

Sect.  91 

Improper  Construct. 

do. 

.  . 

do. 

•  • 

do. 

•  . 

do. 

•  . 

do. 

Sect.  91 

do. 

•  • 

do. 

•  • 

do. 

(  Firm  for  im 
]  Firemen  for 

proper  Construction 
negligent  use. 

1  Firm  for  im 
(  Firemen  for 
Sect.  91 

proper  Construction 
negligent  use. 

Wheth’r 

Advice 

is 

given. 

How  Smoke  is  described 

No 

Black 

No 

do. 

No 

Opaque  on  leaving  chimney 

No 

Black 

No 

No  rule 

No 

Dense  Black 

No 

When  Habitu’lly  bad,  take  pro- 

No 

Black  [ceedings 

Yes 

Dense-black-moderate-slight 

No 

Black 

Yes 

do. 

No 

do. 

No 

Dense  Black 

No 

Black 

No 

Dense  Black 

Yes 

Black 

Yes 

Dense 

No 

Excessive  Smoke 

Black  &  Opaque,  15  to  20  yds. 

No 

red'f’cts 

only 

No 

from  mouth  of  Chimney. 

Black-moderate-slight-none. 

Black — moderate — none 

Yes 

Dense — moderate — faint — none 

No 

Dense 

No 

Dense — moderate 

Whether  time 

Whether  experts 
are  employed,  or 
Ordinary  Inspectors 
only. 

Proceedings  in  last  three  years. 

Whether  th  re  is 
any  difficulty  with 
Bleach  Works, 
Dye  Pans,  Smelting 
Works. 

WTiether  the  law  is 

Limit  of  Discharge 

according  to 
to  No.  of  Fur¬ 
naces  to 

Who  prosecutes 

No.  of  Summons 

Aggregate  Fines 

enforced  against 
Locomotives  by  rail.road 
or  Stationery. 

Remarks 

one  Chimney. 

Five  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

Ordinary 

Two  in  3  years 

•  • 

No 

Notices  only 

Ten  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

,  , 

Five  in  7  years 

•  • 

Complaint  of 
Smelting  Furnace 

In  case  of  stat.  loco’s 

Four  minutes  in  the  hour  tor  one 
boiler,  &  an  additional  min.  for  each 

No 

do. 

.  « 

Ten  yearly 

£12  io&costs 

No 

No 

boiler. 

2j  minutes  in  the  half-hour 
No  limit 

.  . 

do. 

Town  Clerk 

Nine  in  3  years 

Two  fines  10s. 

No 

Threatened 

Magistrates  order  usually  complied  with. 

No 

do. 

•  . 

3  or  4  yearly 

None 

No 

No 

Four  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

,  , 

Two  in  3  years 

•  • 

No 

No 

No 

do. 

•  . 

130  in  3  years 

£120 

Only  with  Iron 

Works 

Yes 

Ten  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

. . 

Seven  in  3  years 

No 

Complaint  made 

15  minutes  black  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

Town  Clerk 

None 

No 

Only  Silver 

Refining  Works 

do. 

Six  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

Chf.  San.  Inspec. 

Two  yearly 

10s.  &  costs 

No 

Eight  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

.  • 

Six  in  3  years 

No 

No 

/Of  the  20  summonses,  16  were  taken  by  private  in- 

do. 

No 

do. 

Proc.  Fiscal 

322  in  3  years 

£143 

Yes 

No 

dividual  (Mrs.  Hopwood,  president  Middleton 

Eleven  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

Town  Clerk 

Twenty  in  3  yrs. 

•  • 

No 

No 

branch  Smoke  Abatement  League)  system,  con¬ 
sidered  best,  as  it  obviates  scientific  evidence 

Four  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

do. 

Two  in  3  years 

No 

No 

except  in  cases  of  trades  named  in  saving  clause 

No 

do. 

•  • 

None 

. . 

No 

Complaint  made 

\  of  Act,  Sect.  334. 

Eight  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

Town  Clerk 

t » 

Breweries 

No 

Notices  served  sufficient  without  legal  proceedings. 

Five  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

do. 

19  in  3  years 

£10  IOS. 

No 

No 

Four  minutes  in  the  hour 

Wh’n  p’ssible 

Expert 

•  • 

2,146  in  3  years 

£598  ios.  8d. 
159  orders  abtmt 

No 

Yes 

Two  minutes  in  the  half-hour 

No 

3  ordin.  1  expert 

Sup.  of  San.  Dep 

428  in  3  years 

No 

If  necessary 

■  Prosecutions  chiefly  by  private  individual  (Mrs. 

Twelve  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

Experts 

Inspec.  Nuisance 

200  in  3  years 

No 

Yes 

}  Hopwood)  No  limit  of  discharge. 

Four  minutes  black  in  half-hour 

No 

Ordinary 

92  in  3  years 

£65  2S. 

No 

No 

Eight  minutes  dense  in  hour 

No 

do. 

None 

No 

No 

Five  minutes  in  the  hour 

No 

Expert 

Town  Clerk 

Average,  10  yrly. 

Aver.  £9  ios 

No 

No 

Seven  minutes  in  two  hour 

No 

Ordinary 

18  in  3  years 

£11  17s.  6d. 

No 

Yes,  loco’s  stationery 
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To  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Health  &>  Watch  Committees. 


Gentlemen 


I  beg  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  working 
of  the  above  department  during  the  year  1898. 


Summary  of  Work  done 


Formal  notices  by  order  of  Committee  . 

Persons  reported  to  Committee . 

Preliminary  notices  served . 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  black  smoke  . 

Smoke  observations  taken  . 

Canal  Boats  inspected . 

Seizures  of  diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  food  ... 
Amount  of  diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  food  seized,  74 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  . 

,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses  . 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  . 

,,  ,,  Offensive  Trades . 

„  ,,  Farms  ...  . . 

,,  ,,  Vans  used  as  dwellings  . 

,,  In  respect  of  infectious  disease  . 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  . 

Infectious  disease  reported . 

Rooms  fumigated . •  ... 

Samples  of  food  (milk)  taken  . 


74 

32 

17^ 

6 

73 

38 

4 

lbs. 

7r7 

94 

65 

165 

24 

43 

243 

9 

84 

149 

3 


Nuisances  found  existing  during  the  year  1898. 


Choked  drains . 

.  48 

,,  rain-water  pipes 

.  b 

,,  water  closets  ... 

.  11 

Uncovered  ashpits . 

.  3 

Untrapped  drains . 

. .  .  89 

Inefficient  iron  traps 

.  9 

No  ashpits  . 

.  7 
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Dirty  dwelling  house  .  5 

Overcrowded  dwelling  house  .  1 

Brick  channels  .  12 

Unpaved  back  yards  .  26 

Inefficient  trap  basins .  27 

Stagnant  sewage  in  back  yards .  6 

Waste  pipes  connected  to  untrapped  drains  .  15 

Brick  drains  .  3 

Bell  traps .  4 

No  ashpit  doors  .  6 

Ho  channel  under  waste  pipes  .  1 

Brick  paved  back  yards .  2 

Insufficient  closet  accomadation .  2 

Dangerous  dwelling  house .  1 

Nuisance  from  liquid  refuse  from  cowsheds  and  stables, 

flowing  over  surface  of  land  to  a  open  cesspool  ...  1 

No  drain .  1 

Keeping  Animals  (including  pigeons  and  poultry)  .  2 

Dangerous  bedroom  floors .  1 

Want  of  earthenware  trap  basins  .  12 

Dirty  back  yards .  2 

Unpaved  passages .  1 

Back  to  back  houses  .  4 

Dirty  stable  . 1 

Dirty  W.C.’s . 16 

Offensive  Manure  heap .  1 

No  back  doors  .  3 

No  eaves  gutter  .  1 

No  rainwater  head .  1 

Dangerous  walls  .  3 

Offensive  urinals  . ■  ...  1 

Defective  eaves  gutters .  11 

,,  waste  pipes .  27 

,,  channels .  28 

,,  privies  .  9 

,,  ashpits  ...  ' .  7 


2b 


Defective  drains  .  8 

,,  back  yards  .  28 

,,  trap  basins  .  5 

,,  sanitary  cans .  15 

,,  rainwater  pipes  .  12 

,,  passages .  2 

,,  house  doors .  3 

»  traps  .  4 

,,  waste  water  closet  tippers .  2 

,,  soil  pipe  ventilating  shaft  .  1 


Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  1898 


Defective  eaves  gutters  made  good 
„  drains  „ 

,,  rainwater  pipes  ,,  ,, 

,,  waste  pipes  ,,  ,, 

,,  back  yards  ,,  ,, 

,,  channels  ,,  ,, 

,,  ashpits 

»  privies  „  „ 

,,  waste  w.c.  tippers  ,, 

,,  sanitary  cans  ,, 

,,  passage 

,,  trap  basins  ,,  ,, 

Efficient  traps  provided  . 

Ashpit  doors  ,,  . . 

Ashpit  roofs  ,,  . 

Trap  basins  ,,  . 

Back  yards  flagged  . 

Poultry  removed  from  dwelling  hous 
Offensive  manure  heap  removed  ... 

Dirty  w.c.’s  cleaned  . 

Rainwater  head  provided 
Waste  pipes  disconnected  . 


9 

*3 

8 


16 

4 

6 

2 

3 

16 

1 

2 
1 1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

x 

1 

16 

1 

13 


2-7 


Offensive  urinals  removed  from  drains  ... 

Drains  trapped  . 

Choked  drains  opened . 

,,  rainwater  pipes  opened . 

,,  water  closets  opened  . 

Dangerous  chimneys  repaired  . 

,,  privies  „  . 

,,  ashpits  ,,  . 

„  wall  „  . 

,,  dwelling  house  repaired  . 

Damp  rooms  attended  to  . 

Back  door  provided  . 

Closet  accomadation  provided  . 

Earthenware  pipe  drains  to  replace  brick  drains 
,,  tile  to  replace  brick  channels 

Dirty  dwelling  houses  cleaned  . 

Overcrowded  dwelling  house  remedied 

Privies  converted  to  sanitary  cans  . 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  . 

Wet  open  ashpits  converted  to  dry  ashpits  . 


46 

5i 

2 

10 

3 

5 
8 
1 
1 

4 
1 

3 

3 

6 

4 
1 

29 

9 

!5 


Nuisances  requiring  Abatement,  Dec.  31st,  1898. 


Defective  waste  pipes .  16 

,,  channels .  22 

,,  drains  .  2 

,,  back  yards  .  26 

,,  eaves  gutters .  2 

,,  trap  basins  .  2 

,,  privies  .  4 

,,  ashpits  .  3 

,,  downspouts .  3 

„  passage  .  2 

,,  rainwater  pipes  .  2 

,,  iron  pipe  drains  ... 


4 
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Defective  traps  .  i 

,,  soil  pipe  ventilating  shaft .  i 

Offensive  urinal  .  i 

Uncovered  ashplaces  .  4 

Untrapped  drains .  30 

Inefficient  trap  basins .  28 

No  ashplace  .  4 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  .  2 

Brick  Channels  .  12 

Unpaved  back  yards  .  16 

Waste  pipes  connected  to  drains  .  7 

Inefficient  Iron  traps  .  5 

Back  to  back  houses  .  8 

No  back  door  to  dwelling  houses  .  3 

Keeping  animals  .  1 

No  ashpit  doors  .  2 

No  channels  .  ...  4 

Dangerous  bedroom  floor  .  1 

No  drain .  1 

Dirty  Back  yards .  2 

Dirty  stables .  1 

Dangerous  walls  .  3 

Liquid  refuse  from  stables  and  shippon  flowing  to  open 

Cesspool . •  1 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  have  been  eighty  four  cases  of  infectious  disease 
reported  during  the  year:  each  case  has  been  visited  and 
investigated,  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  were  cautioned  as 
to  the  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  so  as  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  One  hundred  and  forty  nine  rooms 
have  been  fumigated  and  nine  patients  have  been  removed  to 
Marland  Hospital.  Three  Schools  have  been  closed  and 
disinfected  during  the  year,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles. 
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Disease. 

No.  of 
Patiei.ts 

Rooms 

Fumigated 

Patients 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

39 

102 

3 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

16 

33 

6 

Puerperal  Fever . 

4 

4 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

10 

,  — 

Erysipelas . 

21 

— 

— 

Membranous  Croup  . 

I 

— 

— 

Total . 

84 

149 

9 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

During  the  year  thirty  eight  boats  have  been  inspected, 
three  infringements  ot  the  Acts  were  detected,  two  without 
certificate,  on  board,  and  one  case  in  which  a  male  person 
over  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  a  female  over  twelve  years 
were  occupying  the  same  cabin  ;  in  each  case  a  notice  was 
served  upon  the  owners  and  complied  with.  The  boats  were 
in  good  condition,  the  cabins  were  clean  and  free  from  over¬ 
crowding  and  infectious  disease,  they  were  registered  for  one 
hundred  and  forty  three  persons  and  occupied  by  ninety  four 


persons, 

children. 

comprised  of  seventy 

six  males,  (adults),  and 

eight 

Month  No.  ot  boats 

Month  No.  of  boats 

January, 

1 

July,  2 

Feby., 

6  6  children  on  board. 

August,  3  3  children  on  board 

March, 

5 

Septem.  2 

April, 

T 

October,  8  1  child  on 

board. 

May, 

3 

XT 

Novem.,  2 

June 

1 

De'cem.,  4 

Total . 38 

Smoke  Observations. 

Seventy  three  smoke  observations  have  been  taken  during 
the  year,  the  limit  of  twelve  minutes  emission  of  black  smoke 


3° 


per  hour,  has  been  exceeded  on  seven  occasion,  in  each  case 
notice  was  served  upon  the  offenders  and  complied  with.  The 
average  time  that  black  smoke  was  emitted  per  hour,  is  two 
minutes  and  eight  seconds. 


Firm 

Address 

N.imber  Average 

of  Hlack  Smoke 

Observations  per  hour 
M.  S. 

T.  B.  Wood  &  Co . 

Suffield  Street  ... 

.  5 

9 

9 

Mark  Fletcher  &  Son  ... 

Wood  Street . 

.  2 

1 

15 

David  Walker . 

Gas  Street . 

.  3 

0 

!3lV 

Townly  Spinning  Co.  ... 

Spring  Yale . 

.  6 

5 

53  h 

Gorton  &  Halliday . 

Park  Lane . . 

.  6 

7 

36i 

Irk  Spinning  Co . 

Oldham  Road  ... 

.  2 

1 

22 

E.  Kempsey  &  Co . 

Townley  Street.. 

.  7 

3 

29f 

Albany  Spinning  Co . 

Old  Hall  Street 

.  5 

7 

48? 

Wilton  Manufacturing  Co. 

Townley  Street.. 

1 

H 

H.  Cocker  &  Co . 

Wood  Street . 

.  5 

6 

36? 

W.  W.  FI ul ton . 

Kemp  Street . 

1 

2 

Mather  &  Ormesher . 

Manchester  New 

Rd.  2 

7 

l9h 

Dickins  &  Heywood,  No.  i 

Spring  Vale . . 

.  5 

8 

55s 

Dickins  &  Heywood,  No.  2 

Spring  Vale . 

.  1 

4 

7 

Thomas  Partington . 

Green  Street . 

.  3 

4 

20§- 

Tonge  Vale  Spinning  Co. 

Tonge  Vale . 

.  4 

6 

46! 

Midd.  &  Tonge  Spinn.  Co. 

Dane  Street . . 

.  1 

12 

20 

R.  K.  Lee  &  Co . 

Greet  Street . 

.  3 

10 

5H 

Jops’n  Ashworth  &  Edm’nds  Kid  Street  . 

4 

23 

W.  G.  Thompson . 

Tonge  Springs  .. 

8 

49 

Rhodes  Manufacturing  Co. 

Rhodes . 

.  1 

5 

37 

Raynor  Frost  &  Co . 

Rhodes . 

.  1 

5 

‘9 

Middleton  &  Tonge,  and... 
Times  Mill  Co.,  joint . 

Dane  Street . 

.  2 

15 

24 

S.  Barlow  &  Co. . 

Stakehill . 

5 

44 

Richard  Ashworth  &  Sons 

Spring  Yale . 

O 

5 

36$ 

Irkdale  Bleaching  Co.  ... 

Algernon  Street . 

.  1 

5 

42 
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Removal  of  Nightsoil. 


No.  of 

No  of 
Loads 

Cost 

Cost 

Loads 

Midd’ns 

Loads 

Cost 

Cost 

Total  cost 

Mnth. 

Pails 

emptied 

per 
Month 
£  s  d 

per 

pail 

.  Dry 
’ Ashes 

per 
Month 
£  s 

d 

per 
Load 
s  d 

per 
Month 
£  * 

d 

Jan.  . 

.  10,995 

192 

43 

6 

3 

■945 

228 

357 

72 

3 

3 

2 

52 

115 

9 

6 

Feb.  . 

.  11,269 

196 

44 

II 

II 

•950 

225 

327 

69 

l6 

9 

2 

II4 

8 

8 

Mar. . 

.  14,030 

256 

56 

2 

1 1 

960 

316 

446  103 

19 

IO 

2 

8* 

7 

160 

2 

9 

Apr.  . 

■  H.434 

198 

46 

4 

O 

•969 

188 

35i 

73 

I 

0 

2 

8i 

119 

5 

O 

M  ay . . 

.  11,401 

201 

46 

IO 

5 

•979 

315 

304 

83 

9 

8 

2 

H 

130 

O 

I 

June. 

.  14,020 

247 

55 

IO 

I 

■95 

307 

420 

98 

I 

I 

2 

84 

153 

II 

2 

July  . 

.  11,230 

202 

45 

4 

9 

•966 

257 

295 

77 

2 

O 

2 

95 

122 

6 

9 

Aug.. 

•  14.5” 

254 

57 

8 

7 

•949 

220 

460 

9i 

II 

O 

2 

84 

148 

19 

7 

Sep.  . , 

.  n.530 

201 

46 

IO 

5 

■968 

322 

283 

79 

1 1 

O 

2 

74 

126 

I 

5 

Oct.  . 

.  11,603 

203 

46 

4 

O 

■956 

246 

363 

82 

12 

5 

2 

84 

128 

16 

5 

Nov. . 

•  M.442 

253 

57 

2 

2 

'949 

277 

485  101 

I 

8 

2 

158 

3 

10 

Dec. . 

.  11,330 

198 

44 

18 

4 

•95i 

189 

387 

78 

IO 

I 

2 

123 

8 

5 

Total,- 

-147,095  2591  589 

13 

IO 

3090  4478 1010 19 

9 

1600 

13 

7 

Total 

1898 . 

147.795 

1  > 

1897 . 

142,253—5,542  Increase 

II 

1898 . 

2,59i 

» 1 

1897 . 

2,524 — -67  Increase. 

1 1 

1898 . 

3,090 

189; . 

2,944 — 146  Increase. 

1 1 

1898 . 

4.478 

1 » 

1897 . 

4,360 — 1 18  Increase. 

Total  cost  for  189H . ^1,600  13s.  7c!. 

Total  cost  for  1897 . £1,413  145.  id — £93  23.  2d  Increase. 

Total  cost  per  load,  pails,  middens,  and  dry  ashes,  1898.. 33.  ii[d. 

Total  cost  per  load,  pails,  middens,  and  dry  ashes,  1897.  .3s.  o^d. — id.  Incr. 

The  foregoing  statement  does  not  include  the  removal  of 
nightsoil  from  the  district  of  Slattocks,  as  the  work  is  carried 
out  by  contract. 

The  district  of  bowlee  has  also  been  let  to  contractors 
since  the  beginning  of  April,  1898,  therefore  only  three  months 
of  the  year  is  included  in  the  above  statement  for  that  portion 
of  the  Borough. 

The  work  contracted  for  in  the  aforementioned  districts 
has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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Shop  Hours  Acts. 

Three  cases  of  employing  young  persons  in  shops  without 
exhibiting  the  notice  required  by  the  acts,  have  been  detected 
during  the  year,  in  each  case  the  employer  was  cautioned  and 
supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  necessary  notice. 


Contagious  Disease  (Animals)  Act. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  any  disease  amongst 
animals  in  the  Borough,  during  the  year. 


Diseased,  Unsound,  and  Unwholesome  Food. 

Four  seizures  of  diseased,  unsound,  and  unwholesome  food 
have  been  made,  during  the  year,  three  of  the  seizures  were 
effected  in  slaughter-houses,  and  one  of  unsound  fruit  from  a 
stall  on  the  Market  Ground.  Amount  of  food  seized,  about 
seventy  four  lbs. 


Firing  House  Chimneys. 

Thirty  two  persons  have  been  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  Watch  Committee  for  creating  a  nuisance  arising  from  the 
above  offence.  In  twenty  cases  the  offenders  were  fined  one 
shilling  each,  the  remainder  were  let  of  with  a  caution. 


Foods  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Three  sample  of  milk  have  been  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  Analysis,  two  samples  were  declared  to  be  of  good 
quality,  the  remaining  sample  was  found  to  be  adulterated 
with  water.  In  the  latter  case  proceedings  were  ordered  but 
could  not  be  executed  owing  to  the  vendor  having  absconded. 
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Market  Receipts. 


Month. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Number  of 
Stalls 

£  s-  d- 
Cost  of 
Sweeping 

January . 

9 

17 

1 1 

I96 

O 

10 

0 

February  . 

6 

8 

9 

152 

O 

10 

8 

March . 

5 

H 

5 

119 

O 

H 

5 

April . 

5 

13 

8 

139 

0 

1 1 

0 

May  . 

8 

4 

9 

202 

O 

10 

2 

June  . 

4 

14 

0 

I32 

O 

10 

5 

July . 

6 

5 

8 

178 

O 

10 

4' 

August  . 

34 

15 

2 

201 

I 

0 

6 

September . 

5 

2 

2 

H4 

O 

10 

8 

October  . 

7 

1 

3 

179 

0 

11 

1 

November . 

5 

11 

5 

153 

0 

12 

9 

December  . 

4 

H 

8 

121 

0 

9 

4 

^104 

3 

10 

1926 

£7 

1 

4 

Receipts,  1898. 

..104 

3 

10 

Cost  of  Sweeping, 

1898. ..7 

1 

4 

„  1897. 

■•■”3 

4 

3 

J  J 

1897  --6 

2 

6 

Decrease... 9 

0 

5 

Increase... ,£"0 

18 

10 

I  remain, 

Your?  faithfully, 

Charles  Hy.  Norton, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


